
project sources

AIM Tuning    
www.aimtuning.com

Bell Engineering
www.bellengineering.net

Electromotive Inc
www.directignition.com

Flyin’ Miata
www.flyinmiata.com

Idemitsu Lubricants
www.idemitsu-usa.com

National Auto Sports Association
www.nasaproracing.com

Track Dog Racing
www.trackdogracing.com

PROJECTS

After enjoying our new project Mi-
ata through the warm summer months, 
it’s time to bundle up for winter. Now, 
many folks around the world just dis-
connect the battery and garage their 
Miatas during the cold, rainy and snowy 
months, but that idea just doesn’t sit well 
around Forever MX-5 HQ.  We think the 
Survivor is a year-round car, but there’s 
just one challenge to overcome: the top.  
Or rather, the piece of crispy vinyl that 
was once a convertible top. 

What was left of the rear window 
shows the effects of UV light over every 
day of its 17 year career – it’s the color of 
smoked glass and it breaks like a potato 
chip. We got caught in an early fall rain-
storm and decided that a Miata doesn’t 
make a good bathtub, so we got to work 

on a solution. 
Now, you may have noticed that origi-

nal factory hardtops are becoming hard 
to find, and if you do find one it’s likely to 
cost as much as a whole project Miata! 
There’s a very simple reason for this, and 
it’s because racing organizations require 
Spec Miata drivers to run an original fac-
tory hardtop. With so many Spec Miatas 
built and racing these days, it’s no won-
der there’s a shortage. 

But the Survivor isn’t a race car, 
so our options are open. We looked 
around and chose the Smoothline (www.
smoothline.com) hardtop for a number 
of reasons. First, it’s nice and light and 
one adult of reasonable strength can 
install or remove it. Second, we like the 
design, which approximates the lines of 

the convertible top. In fact, if you paint 
the top flat black (as we did), people 
might not even notice that you’re run-
ning a hardtop at all.

Our intention for this phase of the 
project was simply to install the new hard-
top and the nifty blue Cusco subframe 
braces we ordered from JDM specialists 
Nukabe Automotive (www.napsusa.com). 
But you know how it is with car projects. 
Once we got going, we found a few more 
small improvements we could make while 
we were working. 

In this installment we’ll give you some 
step-by-step instructions and prices for 
the mods we’ve made to get the Survivor 
ready for winter. These improvements 
turned out to be so easy you can do them 
all in a single afternoon in the garage. 

'SURVIVOR' GETS WINTERIZED
BY JEFF ZURSCHMEIDE
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the Smoothline hArdtop for the NA 
Miata arrives in a giant cardboard box 
—safely protected from the dangers of 
shipping. To tell the truth, we scavenged 
the cardboard to use as drip-catchers and 
insulation for those times when we have to 
lie on the freezing garage floor in the win-
ter. Not much goes to waste around the 
Forever MX-5 workshop. 

The hardtop comes complete with all 
necessary hardware and a set of clearly 
printed instructions. The following proce-
dure describes the installation as we expe-
rienced it.

Step 1. Test fit the hardtop. The Smooth-
line unit does not use the “Frankenstein” 
bolts required by the factory unit, so you 
can remove those if you like, and replace 
them with flush screws. As we mentioned, 
the Smoothline top weighs only about 50 
pounds, so one person can lift it into place 
without too much strain. The kit includes a 
stick-on seal to install on the rear underside 
of the top. Take off your convertible top 

boot, but just leave your convertible top 
folded in the down position. 

Step 2. Paint the hardtop. The hardtop 
comes ready to paint, and the primer is not 
UV-stable, so you need to paint before you 
can leave it out in the weather. For best re-
sults, take it to a good body and paint shop 
and ask them to match your car’s color. 
But you can do this yourself with an HVLP 
paint gun or even rattle-cans if you’re good. 
Carefully mask and paint the top. 

Step 3. You must install two tabs (with 
bolts included) into the upper of the two 
threaded holes near the convertible top 
pivot point. These holes exist to attach the 
factory hardtop hooks, and if you have a 
set of these, you’ll need to remove them 
before you can install the Smoothline top. 
We found that cutting a small divot out of 
the plastic flashing (as shown) made for a 
smooth installation.

Step 4. Once you have the attach-
ment tabs installed, there’s just one trick 
to a good installation. The front of the top 

attaches to the standard convertible top 
hooks, and the mating surface on the hard-
top includes two acorn nuts that fit into the 
stock locating holes. Tip up the rear of the 
hardtop to be sure you get these locators in 
the proper position, and then affix the pro-
vided J-hooks to the windshield frame. You 
can use a book to prop up the back of the 
hardtop if you can’t reach them. 

Step 5. With the front hooks mounted, 
you can insert and tighten down the rear 
hooks into the tabs that you installed ear-
lier. Just snug these down – they don’t need 
to be too tight. And guess what? That’s it. 
You’re ready to go. 

Once the hardtop hooks are snugged 
into place, you’re ready to drive. The top 
includes soft rubber seals for your side win-
dows. Removing your top is a simple matter 
of releasing the hooks and lifting the top off 
the car. You might even keep the “throne” 
from the delivery box as a convenient and 
safe platform to stash your top when it’s not 
in use. 

rain, rain, Go away! 
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